
 Fall Season at Beinecke Library Features Two Major Exhibitions 
Spotlighting Crêpe-Paper Books from Modern Japan and  

Experimental Artists’ Books  

(L) Lafcadio Hearn, trans., Chin Chin Kobakama [The Toothpick Samurai]. Tokyo: Hasegawa 
Takejirō, 1903. Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library. (R) Joumana Medlej, Anthropocene, Book 
I. London: Joumana Medlej, 2024. Special Collections, Robert B. Haas Family Arts Library.

New Haven, CT—July 28, 2025 —Yale Library today announced a dynamic lineup of fall 
exhibitions at the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library exploring books as a nexus for 
cultural exchange, historic memory, and artistic innovation and inquiry. Opening Sept. 2, 2025, 
Textured Stories: The Chirimen Books of Modern Japan illuminates the history of elegantly illustrated 
Japanese crêpe-paper books. Opening concurrently, Unfolding Events: Exploring Past and Present in 
Artists’ Books showcases works created by contemporary artists—most of them American—that use 
the form of the book as a formal starting point to innovate and create, sharing collective histories 
and imagining new futures. The exhibitions will be complemented with a robust range of public 
programs including curator talks and artists in conversation. 

“Yale Library’s exhibitions are a vital part of our mission, helping to make our collections visible 
and accessible and to foster public engagement with rare, original materials,” stated Barbara 
Rockenbach, Stephen F. Gates ’68 University Librarian. “In recent years, we have focused on 
further developing the Beinecke exhibitions program, allowing us to tell richer and more complete 
stories that reflect the range of our world-class holdings.”  

“Beinecke Library stewards one of the world’s most extensive collections of rare books and 
manuscripts with a goal of kindling new thought and research. Our exhibitions this fall activate 
the collection in new and unexpected ways, and reveal throughlines across time and place,” stated 
Michelle Light, Associate University Librarian for Special Collections and Beinecke Library 
Director.  

Rachel Herschman, the inaugural Exhibitions and Publications Program Director, added, 
“Whether through the stories told in chirimen books or the experimentation of artists’ books, our 
fall exhibitions manifest the persistent human drive to create, share, and transform knowledge. We 



look forward to inviting the public to experience these exhibitions and explore these previously 
unexplored facets of our collections.”  

Beinecke Library is Yale Library’s principal repository for rare books and manuscripts, providing 
scholars, students, and the public with unparalleled access to primary source materials. The 
presentation and exhibition of books has been a core tenet of Beinecke Library programs since 
Beinecke’s inception and opening in 1963, serving as an entry point for public engagement and 
offering new opportunities to spark new research and foster dialogue around the collection. This 
commitment has deepened in recent years with the appointment of Herschman as Beinecke 
Library’s first Exhibitions and Publications Program Director and, in turn, an expansion of the 
range and types of exhibitions organized by the library.  

Also opening this fall in the Hanke Gallery at Sterling Memorial Library is a special exhibition on 
the evolution of humanity’s understanding of nature’s healing properties from ancient Greece to 
the present day.  

Textured Stories: The Chirimen Books of Modern Japan 
Sept. 2, 2025–May 3, 2026 

Japanese crêpe-paper books, known as chirimen-bon, are beautifully crafted works featuring 
handmade pages filled with stories drawn chiefly from Japanese fairy tales and folklore. Produced 
between the 1880s and the 1950s, these elegantly illustrated books played a crucial role in the 
dissemination of knowledge and cultural expression during a time of significant transformation in 
Japan as the country navigated modernization and articulated its national identity. Chirimen-bon 
provided new ways to envision Japan’s culture and heritage. Among Western audiences, these 
books provided insight into a society and culture that had hitherto been largely unknown.  

This exhibition traces the history, production, and distribution of chirimen-bon and explores their 
stories, cultural impact, and enduring legacy. On view are 70 books showcasing the creativity of 
their publishers, artists, authors, and translators, and revealing how chirimen-bon drew upon long-
standing literary and artistic traditions to envision and share cultural narratives in new ways.  

In connection with the exhibition, Dr. Chelsea Foxwell, Director of the Center for East Asian 
Studies at the University of Chicago, will present a public lecture on Meiji Japanese art, books, 
and prints on Friday, Sept. 26, at 12 p.m. Additionally, artist Keiji Shinohara will lead a 
woodblock-printing demonstration on Wednesday, Oct. 8, at 4:30 p.m.  

The exhibition is curated by Haruko Nakamura, the librarian for Japanese Studies at Yale 
University Library, and Yoshitaka Yamamoto, assistant professor of premodern Japanese literature 
at Yale University.  

Unfolding Events: Exploring Past and Present in Artists’ Books 
Sept. 2, 2025–March 1, 2026 

https://library.yale.edu/event/textured-stories-chirimen-books-modern-japan


Artists’ books are a unique creative medium, providing artists with opportunities to explore and 
subvert traditional bookmaking materials, elements, forms, and processes toward expressive ends. 
Drawing from Yale Library Special Collections, Unfolding Events: Exploring Past and Present in 
Artists’ Books presents over 30 artists’ books by contemporary American artists as well as select 
international creators, to reflect upon the power of the book form to share experiences, challenge 
assumed truths, and envision new futures.  

Organized thematically, one section of the exhibition features works that are both richly imagined 
and deeply researched, drawing inspiration from or even physically incorporating existing 
documents, such as photographs, maps, or letters. Highlights include Cane by Jean Toomer, 
featuring powerful woodcut illustrations by Martin Puryear, designed and printed by Andrew 
Hoyem at Arion Press, that deepen Toomer’s modernist exploration of African American 
experiences in the early 20th century; The Lost Journals of Sacajewa by Debra Magpie Earling, 
which gives an imagined voice to the famed guide through original poetry; and Upholstered Cage 
by Tamar Stone, which marries conflicting historical accounts of corsets to examine the underlying 
tensions between fashion and pain. 

Another section presents artists’ books in which the creators reflect on personal memories, 
experiences, and perspectives. Artists blend historical records and personal memory, such as 
Eduardo Hernández Santos’s El Muro, capturing nightly gatherings of Havana’s gay and 
transgender community along the Malecón seawall, celebrating their struggle for identity and 
visibility; Maureen Cummins’s  Newark 1967, revisiting racial violence through family photos and 
eyewitness accounts; and Joumana Medlej’s intricate pages in Anthropocene, reflecting the 
devastating loss of species amid environmental crisis. 

Complementing the exhibition, Cummins and Tia Blassingame will participate in a moderated 
artists’ conversation on Nov. 20. In advance of the panel discussion, attendees can view a special 
pop-up display of books created by the two artists, all drawn from Yale Library’s collections.   

The exhibition is curated by Jessica Pigza, Associate Director of Special Collections at the Robert 
B. Haas Family Arts Library, and Bill Landis, Teaching and Research Services Librarian at the 
Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library.

About Beinecke Library 

The Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, opened in 1963, fosters research, teaching, 
and knowledge creation by extending access to one of the world’s largest collections of rare 
books, manuscripts, and other research materials. Beinecke Library’s deeply researched 
exhibitions, vast collections, and iconic architecture make it one of the most visited destinations at 
Yale. Read about the Beinecke Library’s mission. 

About Yale Library Special Collections 

Yale Library Special Collections encompass rare or fragile research materials held in multiple 
repositories at Yale Library, including rare books, manuscripts, archives, maps, photographs, 

https://library.yale.edu/event/unfolding-creative-practice-two-book-artists-conversation
https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/article/mission


prints and drawings, recordings, digital content, and much more. Yale Library’s Beinecke Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library is among the largest and best-known special collections in the 
world. Other repositories include the Yale University Archives and special collections at the 
Cushing/Whitney Medical Library, Gilmore Music Library, Haas Family Arts Library, Lewis 
Walpole Library, and Yale Divinity Library. Learn more. 

About Yale Library Exhibitions 

Yale Library exhibitions feature original research and invite new entry points into the collections. 
The library’s most expansive exhibitions are presented at the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript 
Library and Sterling Memorial Library’s Hanke Gallery. These showcase fresh scholarship in 
accessible ways to welcome new audiences, support teaching and learning, and enhance 
community engagement. Smaller exhibitions play similar roles at the Cushing/Whitney Medical 
Library, Gilmore Music Library, Haas Family Arts Library, Lewis Walpole Library, and Yale 
Divinity Library. Yale Library exhibitions are free and open to all.  
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